UW-Madison, Robert Wood Johnson Health and Society Scholars Seminar, 9/29/08

Observations Regarding the Interface of Politics, Policy & Research (update from 11/19/07)
As Illustrated in Recent Issues of Eye On Health, the Newsletter of the
Rural Wisconsin Health Cooperative by Tim Size, Executive Director

1. Both public and private policy makers have constituencies that may trump any
research. (Jun. ’08)

RWHC Eye On Health

© 1994 H. L. SCHWADRON

“Americans refuse to find common ground with each
other, then are amazed we in Congress can’t either.”

2. To paraphrase Victor Fuchs paraphrasing Machiavelli & Thomas Jefferson: reform
requires “hope of gain to be greater than the fear of loss.” (Dec. ‘07 )
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Semsopa.
“We don’t have to tackle healthcare reform until
voters’ hope of gain outweighs their fear of loss.”




3. Research needs to make the impact of current trends real to us today. (Oct.‘08)
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4. The impact of personal income on policy trends shouldn’t be overestimated; i.e. there is
worse advice than “follow the money.” (Feb. ‘08)
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“Not so complicated, you get the
overtreatment you pay for.”




5. Government agencies sometimes act at odds with direction of elected officials. (Nov. *07)
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“No need to rebuild old rural hospitals when we
have perfectly good Army surplus MASH tents.”

6. Collective denial trumps raw numbers. (Oct. ’07)
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“No problem, it isn’t bankrupt for a good ten years.”




7. Never underestimate the prevalence of unexamined biases. (Oct. 07)
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“You seriously expect me to believe
that rural did better than we did?”

8. Identifying root causes is easier than acting on them. (Oct.‘07)
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“Sure we can just keep dousing fires, or
we can find the kid with the matches.”




9. While preserving objectivity, helpful to be seen as sharing ownership of the problem.
(Aug.’07)
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“Senator, if you say ‘this country’ instead of
‘our country,” you will feel less responsible.”

10. The stated public policy and actual underlying intent may differ. (Aug. 07)
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“It’s just good business; we offload Medicare to the
insurers and the whiners can fend for themselves.”




11. Conlflicting values (politics) in government reflect the “politics” outside government. (Jun. 07)
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“Why risk all this by opening up our trade guild?”

12. In an era of quality transparency, the statistical limits of “small numbers” risk
marginalizing providers serving rural communities. (May ’07)
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One solution to a “small numbers” problem.




13. Tradition conceals important unexamined questions. (Aug. ’08)
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“Oh, that’s better. At first I thought
you said [ was losing my mind.”

14. There are reasons policy makers may want to stay uninformed. (Mar. *07)
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“Why would [ want to know something
that costs me time and money to fix?”




15. Research in direct conflict with cultural norms or conventional wisdom faces uphill
challenge with an increasingly fragmented public. (Aug. *08)
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“How can the polls be neck and neck when
we don't know one person that supports him?”

16. On the other hand, research that helps us to see our world differently can lead to us
thinking differently and facilitate implementation of new policy. (Mar ’07)
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“Maybe if we give out more pill splitters we
can make up for retiring pharmacists.”




17. Biggest challenge facing population health improvement may not be the availability of
funding but acceptance of mechanisms to access that funding. (Jan. ’07)
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“I just don’t see what’s in it for us to care
about helping people stay healthy.”

18. Being shot at as the messenger comes with the territory. (Sep. *07)
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“My talk about punching holes in medical and public
health silos seemed to go well; why do you ask?”




